The universal sample processing (USP) method has recently been introduced as a simple technique that is applicable to smear microscopy, culture, and polymerase chain reaction (PCR) for the detection of Mycobaterium tuberculosis (MTB). The present study evaluated the utility of the USP method for detecting MTB by culture and PCR, and the results were compared with that of the N-acetyl L-cysteine (NALC)-NaOH (6%) method. Methods: All sputum specimens were digested and decontaminated by both the USP and NALC-NaOH methods, and the processed samples were inoculated for MTB culture and PCR. Culture was performed (252 samples) by using the MGIT system (Becton Dickinson Microbiology Systems, Sparks, Md, USA), and PCR test was conducted (281 samples) by using Amplicor MTB kit (Roche Molecular Systems, Branchburg, N.J., USA).
참 고 문 헌
